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Since 1926 the Boy Scouts of 
America has awarded the Silver 
Buffalo for distinguished service to 
boyhood. The award is made each 
year for noteworthy service of a 
national or worldwide character, 
both to men associated with Scout-
ing and to others not directly relat-
ed to the Boy Scout movement. 
Silver Buffalo Awards 
for distinguished service 
to boyhood 
Neil A. Armstrong 
Francisco Bueso 
Antonio C. Delgado 
Laurence C. Jones 
Aryeh Lev 
Leo Perlis 
Bryan S. Reid, Jr. 
William H. Spurgeon III 
60th ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 
DENVER, COLO., MAY 22, 1970 
NEIL A. ARMSTRONG 
El Lago, Texas. Astronaut, 
First Man To Walk on the Moon 
As the first man to walk on the moon, your name will be 
remembered with those of Columbus, Magellan, and Vasco 
da Gama so long as history is read on earth. Your epic 
achievement was, as you put it when you set foot on the 
lunar surface, " ... one giant leap for mankind." 
You learned as a Scout the Oath that begins "On my 
honor, I will do my best. ... " That Oath, taken before your 
Scoutmaster father, led to the achievement of the Eagle 
Award and has marked your entire career. Thus, to those 
who knew you as a youth, it came as no surprise that you 
were chosen for this historic voyage. 
From earliest childhood, you were driven by a desire to 
fly. As a Navy pilot you had 78 combat missions in the 
Korean war and won three Air Medals. As a civilian test 
pilot later, you had an important part in flight-testing sev-
eral of the most advanced planes of that era. 
You were the command pilot astronaut in 1966 in the 
first manual space docking maneuver in history. On that 
same mission you displayed extraordinary skill when the 
vehicles went into a dizzying spin, and you were forced to 
make an emergency splashdown after stabilizing your 
spacecraft. 
Yours was an incredible feat in bringing the lunar module 
safely to the surface of the moon on July 20,1969. The walk 
on the moon culminated one of the most thrilling moments 
in man's history. Your role in the moon flight could have 
been played by few other men. 
For America's boys, your courage, coolness, and surpass-
ing skill will be qualities for which to strive for years to 
come. For adult Americans, your qualities of patriotism 
and faith in God have given us new pride in our nation that 
produced such a man. 
FRANCISCO BUESO 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. Chamber of 
Commerce Director, Champion of Scouting 
More than any other person, you have been responsible 
for keeping the flame of Scouting burning for the boys of 
Puerto Rico. For that alone, you deserve the highest honor 
the Boy Scouts of America can bestow. But beyond that, 
you have dedicated your considerable abilities and enthusi-
asm to whatever would be of benefit to Puerto Rican youth. 
You were a Nino Esplorador Espanol, a Boy Scout in your 
native Spain. Your parents moved to Puerto Rico when you 
were 15 and soon after arriving in Puerto Rico you with 
a group of friends organized the Lone Scout Cycle Tribe 
and joined the Boy Scouts of America. You rose to the rank 
of Life Scout. 
As a young man, you organized a troop in Rio Piedras and 
served as Scoutmaster for 4 years. Since 1940 you have 
served on the Puerto Rico Council Executive Board, as 
Council Commissioner, Council President, and in several 
other offices including that as Vice-President, the position 
you now fill. For your outstanding service, you have re-
ceived the Silver Beaver and Silver Antelope Awards. Only 
this year you realized an old dream and completed a per-
sonal crusade, when the Boy Scouts of America published 
the first Boy Scout book in the Spanish language-the Scout 
How Book. 
You have also given generously of your time and abilities 
to other youth and sports organizations. You were founder 
and president of the Olympics Committee of Puerto Rico, 
organizer of the 10th Central American Games, secretary 
of the Recreation Facilities Board of the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, and founder and officer of several associa-
tions to promote sports. 
As executive director of the Puerto Rico Chamber of 
Commerce you have earned many awards for distinguished 
service, among them the title of "First Honorary Citizen of 
San Juan," conferred by the mayor. You have also demon-
strated your devotion to Puerto Rico by giving counsel to 
the governments of the Commonwealth and the City of 
San Juan. 
Puerto Rican youth have many reasons to be grateful for 
your concern and your achievements in their behalf. No less 
grateful is the Boy Scouts of America. 
, 
• 
ANTONIO C. DELGADO 
Manila, Philippines. Business Executive, 
World Scouter 
In giving exceptional service to two Scout associations 
and the world brotherhood of Scouting, you have compiled 
an enviable record of achievement on behalf of the world's 
youth. 
You earned the rank of Eagle Scout as a member of the 
Boy Scouts of America while a youth in your native Philip-
pine Islands. When the Boy Scouts of the Philippines was 
founded, you were one of the prime movers. You are now 
Vice-President and International Commissioner for that 
Scout association. 
In the world movement, your work has been outstanding 
as a member of the Boy Scouts World Committee of which 
you now serve as vice-chairman. Particularly in the Far 
East Region, your voice has been important in guiding the 
Scout association to new levels of achievement through the 
development of priority goals in training, finance, and pub-
lic relations. . 
For your superior accomplishments in Scouting, you re-
cently received the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award of the 
Boy Scouts of America. You have also been honored by the 
Scout associations of Australia, China, Japan, Korea, Mexi-
co, Philippines, Thailand, and Venezuela. 
You have at the same time established an enviable record 
as business executive, churchman, and civic leader in the 
affairs of the Philippines. For these accomplishments, you 
have been given numerous honors by your church, and the 
following citations and awards from other organizations: 
"Employer of the Year" and "Business Executive of the 
Year" by the Business Writers of the Philippines"and Model 
Citizen and Pride of the Youth Plaque from the Philippine 
Institute of Public Opinion. 
Your achievements in Scouting and in other fields merit 




LAURENCE C. JONES 
Piney Woods, Mississippi. Educator, 
Author, Servant of Youth 
Many men have dedicated their lives to the education of 
youth, but none at more sacrifice or with more zeal than 
you. The story of your Piney Woods Country Life School 
stands as a monument to a great life and as an inspiration to 
all people. 
Beginning with little more than a determination to bring 
education to blacks in Mississippi's Black Belt, you have, in 
a struggle lasting more than 60 years, made Piney Woods a 
highly respected and valued institution for black youth. 
Your first class was three young pupils seated under a 
cedar tree, and your first classroom was a sheep shed. From 
such humble beginnings, spurred by faith in God and an un-
swerving devotion to youth, grew the impressive campus 
and large student body of today's Piney Woods Country 
Life School. As you advised your five-member faculty back 
in 1911, you "prayed as if it all depended on God, but 
worked as if it all depended on you." 
Thousands of your students, who without the Piney 
Woods school would have been destined to a life of illitera-
cy and grueling field labor, are outstanding members of 
society in every part of the Nation. They are living testi-
mony to the value of your lifework. 
You have received the Freedoms Foundation Award and 
have been honored by Tuskegee Institute, Cornell College, 
Bucknell University, Clarke College, Otterbein College, the 
State University of Iowa, University of Dubuque, and by 
Omega Psi Phi fraternity of Grambling College. 
Neither these honors nor the Silver Buffalo Award of the 
Boy Scouts of America adds to your stature. You have long 
since achieved a place among the great men of your time 
where the honor comes to those who honor you. 
ARYEH LEV 
New York, New York. Rabbi, Chaplain, 
Dedicated Scouter 
Tens of thousands of boys and young men have been in-
fluenced in their spiritual life through your service as mili-
tary chaplain and Scouter. No greater encomium could be 
written for any man. 
Beginning in 1937, when you were a troop adviser in 
Lebanon, Pa., to the present, your counsel has been in-
valuable. For 25 years you have been a member of the 
Jewish Committee on Scouting and have served with dis-
tinction the Greater New York Councils. As chairman for 
Scouting of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, 
you interpret Scouting's aims and needs to hundreds of 
your associates in the Reform rabbinate. You served the 
religious needs of Scouts at five national jamborees as J ew-
ish Chaplain General. 
Your accomplishments in these positions have been rec-
ognized by awards of the Silver Beaver and Silver Antelope. 
During World War II, you served as assistant to the Chief 
of Chaplains for the War Department and are still active 
as chairman of the Chaplaincy Advisory Council of the 
Veterans Administration and on the Advisory Committee 
of the U.S. Air Force Chaplains Corps. 
Your service to fellowman has gone beyond the military 
and Scouting. You have given leadership to the National 
Advisory Committee of usa, the President's Council on 
Fitness of Youth, Jewish Family Service of New York, Na-
tional Jewish Welfare Board, Jewish Family Services, and 
the U.S. Committee for UNICEF. 
As rabbi, Scouter, and chaplain, you have well earned 
the plaudits of Scouts, Scouters, and all Americans. 
LEO PERLIS 
Washington, D.C. Organized Labor Official, 
Humanitarian, Friend of Scouting 
From immigrant boy to national prominence as a labor 
leader and world renown in the field of social work, that has 
been the story of your life. A story that chronicles a life of 
concern for world youth. 
You have demonstrated this concern by distinguished 
service as a founder and secretary of CARE; consultant to 
the United Nations Appeal for Children; member of the 
Citizens Advisory Council of the President's Committee on 
Juvenile Delinquency and Youth Crime, the White House 
Conferences on Children and Youth, and the President's 
Council on Youth Fitness; director of the Child Welfare 
League of America; and founder and officer of the U.S. 
Committee for UNICEF and the National Citizens' Com-
mission for Public Schools. 
As first director of the National CIO Community Services 
Committee from 1945 to 1955 and of the AFL-CIO Depart-
ment of Community Services since 1955, you have initiated 
and developed such programs as health and welfare coun-
seling, consumer counseling, the buddy system for hard-
core employees, organized labor participating in the arts, 
fire fighters' community counseling, the national health 
fund idea, and youth activities. 
As a former Scout, you learned the value to a boy of the 
Scout program. Through your vital efforts, a relationship 
has been developed between organized labor and Scouting 
that has helped bring that program to boys allover our 
nation. 
In your position of membership on the Executive Board 
of the United Community Funds and Councils of America, 
you have supported the Boy Scouts of America in its na-
tional fundraising efforts for BOYPOWER '76. 
As a humanitarian, you have received many awards for 
selfless service, including the first annual award of the Na-
tional Council on Social Work Education, the Page One 
Award of the American Newspaper Guild, and a citation 
from the National Urban League. Perhaps of even greater 
tribute is the accolade paid you that "no history of the prog-
ress of social work in America could be written without 
frequent mention of the name of Leo Perlis." 
BRYAN S. REID, JR. 
Chicago, Illinois. Investment Banker, 
Community Leader, Devoted Scouter 
Your vision and dedication have contributed greatly to 
the concept and drive behind the BOYPOWER '76 Develop-
ment Program of the Boy Scouts of America. The youth of 
America is indebted to you. 
As a member of the National Executive Board since 1964, 
you serve as assistant treasurer, chairman of the Communi-
ty Relations Committee, and as a member of the Finance, 
Supply, and Personnel Committees. You are active on the 
Exploring Committee and gave valuable assistance in nego-
tiations with the Navy League and Sea Cadets to advance 
the Sea Exploring program. 
Before serving Scouting on the national level, you were 
a Cub Scout and Boy Scout, attaining Star rank. You served 
as President of the Chicago Area Council as well as chair-
man of its Executive Board and the Region 7 Executive 
Committee. You played a key role in the Chicago Area 
Council's outstanding long-range plan for Scouting. 
In recognition of your distinguished services to boyhood, 
you have been presented the Silver Beaver and Silver Ante-
lope Awards. 
Despite heavy commitments as president and chairman 
of the board of the Cherry-Burrell Corporation, you have 
also found time to serve your community. You are a direc-
tor and member of the finance committee of the Passavant 
Memorial Hospital, a trustee and member of the executive 
committee of the Art Institute of Chicago, trustee of the 
Chicago Historical Society, and member of the Chicago 
Crime Commission. 
Your leadership ability and inspiring example of dedica-
tion to the needs of youth place you in the forefront of 
Scouting'S brotherhood. 
WILLIAM H. SPURGEON III 
Santa Ana, California. Childrens Hospital Executive, 
"Father" of Special-Interest Exploring 
Few men can match your record of outstanding service 
to the Boy Scouts of America. None is more dedicated. 
As a youth, you earned the Eagle Award. You served 
boys directly as Cubmaster, Scoutmaster, Explorer Ad-
visor, and Sea Scout Skipper. You also served as Vice-
President of the Orange Empire Council and in a host of 
key positions in the council and in Region 12. In addition, 
you now give leadership as vice-chairman of the Exploring 
Committee. 
As former vice-president of The Irvine Company, you 
arranged for that company to host the Third National Jam-
boree on the Irvine Ranch in 1953. 
Perhaps the most significant of your efforts in behalf of 
the Boy Scouts of America was your role as architect and 
plan designer for special-interest Exploring. No single 
individual has been more responsible for the concepts, de-
velopment, and administration of the viable program for 
young people called "contemporary Exploring" than Wil-
liam H. Spurgeon III. 
Even while engrossed in business affairs and a heavy 
schedule of Scouting activities, you have found time to lend 
your talents to a wide range of civic affairs in Southern 
California. You served your country as a lieutenant in the 
U.S. Navy during World War II and are now a member of 
the Executive Committee of the Governor's Survey on Effi-
ciency and Cost Control. You are executive vice-president 
of the board of trustees of Childrens Hospital of Orange 
County. 
Your fine work for your community has been recognized 
by the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge that gave you 
the Freedom Leadership Medal in 1967, the Girl Scouts, 
Kiwanis, Optimist, Civitan Clubs, and Orange County Press 
Club. You also have been cited as "Man of the Year" by 
Newport Beach. 
Your qualities of leadership and unstinting service to 
others have been invaluable to Scouting in Region 12 and 
across the country. You have been recognized by your as-


















Charles B. McCabe, Chairman 
Francis W. Hatch, Vice-Chairman 
Kenneth K. Bechtel 
Tom C. Clark 
H. H. Coffield 
Irving Ben Cooper 
Loren s. Dahl 
John G. Detwiler 
John H. Glenn, Jr. 
Edwin H. Gott 
Zenon C. R. Hansen 
Amory Houghton 
Harold K. Johnson 
Walter L. Lingle, Jr. 
James B. Parsons 
E. V. Rickenbacker 
Kenneth D. Wells 
